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ABSTRACT 
Radical organizations have been a major threat to global security for decades, with their actions 

causing destruction and loss of innocent lives. The United States has been a primary target for these 

organizations, with attacks such as 9/11 and the recent Kabul airport bombing being carried out by 

terrorist groups. One such organization that has been a constant threat to US security is the Taliban, 

a militant group that originated in Afghanistan. The Taliban has been active since the late 1990s, 

with their ideology rooted in radical Islamic beliefs. They have carried out numerous attacks on US 

forces and allied countries, with their ultimate goal being to establish a strict Islamic state in 

Afghanistan. Despite efforts by the US and its allies to combat the Taliban, the group has continued 

to pose a significant threat to US security. With their strong presence in Afghanistan and neighboring 

countries, the Taliban has the potential to not only harm US interests in the region but also launch 

attacks on US soil. The recent withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan has raised concerns about 

the resurgence of the Taliban and their potential to destabilize the region and pose a threat to US 

security. The case study of the Taliban serves as a reminder of the ongoing threat that militant 

Islamic organizations pose to US security and the importance of continued efforts to combat them. 

Keywords: Radical organizations, threat, global security, 9/11, Kabul, the US, Afghanistan,  

 Taliban, destabilize, combat, terrorism    

 

INTRODUCTION

Terrorism has been a global threat for decades, 

causing destruction and chaos in various parts of the 

world. The United States of America, being a 

superpower and a leader in global affairs, has been a 

prime target for radical organizations. These 

organizations, with their extremist ideologies and 

violent tactics, pose a significant threat to the security 

of the United States. 

One such militant organization that has been a major 

concern for the US security is the Taliban. The 

Taliban is an Islamic militant group that emerged in 

the early 1990s in Afghanistan. Their ideology is 

based on a strict interpretation of Sharia law and their 

ultimate goal is to establish an Islamic state in 

Afghanistan. 

The Taliban's rise to power can be traced back to the 

Soviet-Afghan War in the 1980s when they were 

supported by the US and other countries to fight 

against the Soviet Union. However, after the Soviet 

withdrawal, the Taliban turned against the US and its 

allies, causing instability and terror in the region. 

The Taliban's tactics include suicide bombings, 

kidnappings, and targeted killings, making them a 

formidable force to be reckoned with. They have also 

been responsible for the destruction of cultural 

heritage sites, such as the Buddhas of Bamiyan, and 
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have imposed strict and oppressive rules in areas 

under their control, particularly for women and girls. 

The US invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, in response 

to the 9/11 terrorist attacks, aimed to remove the 

Taliban from power and dismantle their terrorist 

infrastructure. However, despite almost two decades 

of military intervention, the Taliban still poses a 

significant threat to the security of the US. 

The Taliban has proven to be a resilient and adaptive 

organization, constantly evolving their tactics to 

counter the US and its allies. They have also been 

successful in recruiting new members, both from 

within Afghanistan and neighboring countries, to 

replenish their ranks and continue their fight against 

the US. 

Moreover, the Taliban has formed alliances with 

other terrorist organizations, such as Al-Qaeda and 

the Haqqani Network, further strengthening their 

capabilities and reach. This poses a greater threat to 

the US as it not only has to deal with the Taliban, but 

also these other extremist groups. 

The US has also faced challenges in negotiating with 

the Taliban to end the conflict. Several attempts at 

peace talks have failed, and the US has been accused 

of negotiating from a position of weakness, giving 

the Taliban leverage in the negotiations. 

The presence of the Taliban in Afghanistan also has 

regional implications, as it has the potential to 

destabilize neighboring countries. This could lead to 

a domino effect, where the instability in one country 

can spread to others, ultimately affecting the security 

and stability of the US. 

In recent years, the Taliban has shown signs of 

resurgence, gaining control of more territory in 

Afghanistan and carrying out deadly attacks on US 

and Afghan forces. This has raised concerns about 

the US's ability to defeat the Taliban and bring 

stability to the region. 

 

1.1 Literature Review 

The threat of extremist organizations to national 

security has been a pressing issue for the United 

States in recent years. Among these organizations, 

the Taliban stands out as one of the most dangerous 

and formidable groups. With their extremist ideology 

and violent tactics, the Taliban poses a significant 

threat not only to the stability of Afghanistan but also 

to the security of the United States. In this article, we 

will examine six literature reviews that shed light on 

the threat of terrorist organizations, with a particular 

focus on the case of the Taliban. 

Kilcullen and Exum (2009) provide a comprehensive 

analysis of the threat posed by the Taliban to US 

national security. They argue that the Taliban's 

ability to control large areas in Afghanistan and their 

links to other radical groups make them a significant 

threat to the United States. The authors also highlight 

the importance of addressing the root causes of 

instability in Afghanistan to effectively counter the 

Taliban's threat. 

Jones' (2009) examines the rise of the Taliban in 

Afghanistan and their tactics and strategies. He 

argues that the Taliban's use of guerrilla tactics and 

their ability to exploit local grievances has allowed 

them to gain control over large parts of the country. 

The author also discusses the role of foreign fighters 

and external support in sustaining the Taliban's 

insurgency. 

Giustozzi's (2012) focuses on the evolution of the 

Taliban's insurgency in Afghanistan and the 

challenges it poses to the country's security. He 

argues that the Taliban's ability to adapt to changing 

circumstances and their strong ties to local 

communities have enabled them to maintain their 

insurgency despite US and Afghan government 

efforts to defeat them. 

Gunaratna (2013) examines the close relationship 

between terrorism and insurgency, with a focus on 

the Taliban in Afghanistan. He argues that the 

Taliban's use of terrorist tactics, such as suicide 

bombings, has been instrumental in their success in 

controlling territory and undermining the Afghan 

government's authority. The author also discusses the 

role of Pakistan in supporting the Taliban's 

insurgency. 

Tankel's (2016) analyzes the implications of the 

Taliban's threat to US national security for 

counterterrorism strategy. He argues that the 

Taliban's continued presence in Afghanistan and 

their links to other militant groups, such as Al-Qaeda, 

require a comprehensive and sustained approach to 

counter their threat. The author also highlights the 

importance of addressing the underlying grievances 

that fuel the Taliban's insurgency. 

D'Souza (2018) examines the concept of 

'Talibanization' and its impact on Afghanistan's 

security and stability. She argues that the Taliban's 

ideology and tactics, which seek to impose a strict 

interpretation of Islam and suppress dissent, pose a 

significant threat to the country's multicultural and 

democratic fabric. The author also discusses the 
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implications of the Taliban's threat for regional and 

global security. 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

This study involves the following questions: 

RQ1: Who is the Taliban and What are their 

motives? 

RQ2: What is their history with the United States? 

RQ3: What is the threat level of the Taliban to US 

security? 

RQ4: What measures are being taken to combat the 

Taliban's threat? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

 To evaluate the Taliban and What are their 

motives? 

 To explore their history with the United 

States? 

 To analyze the threat level of the Taliban to 

US security? 

 To suggest measures are being taken to 

combat the Taliban's threat? 

 

1.4 Research Methodology 

Radical organizations have become a major concern 

for global security, particularly for the United States. 

These groups use violence and fear to achieve their 

political or ideological goals, posing a threat to not 

only the US but also to the international community. 

In order to understand the phenomenon of terrorism 

and its impact on US security, it was crucial to adopt 

a rigorous research methodology. A case study of the 

Taliban, militant organization operating in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan, provides valuable insights 

into the strategies and tactics used by these groups 

and their potential threat to US security.  

 

2.1 The Taliban and their motives 

The Taliban is a militant Islamic fundamentalist 

group that originated in Afghanistan in the early 

1990s. They rose to power during the Afghan Civil 

War and governed Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001, 

until they were overthrown by a US-led invasion. 

However, the Taliban has continued to be a 

significant force in Afghanistan, with an estimated 

60,000 fighters and control over large portions of the 

country. 

The origins of the Taliban can be traced back to the 

Soviet-Afghan War in the 1980s, where many young 

Afghan refugees were educated in conservative 

Islamic schools in Pakistan. These schools, known as 

madrasas, were funded by the US and Saudi Arabia 

to counter Soviet influence in the region. The 

students who attended these schools would 

eventually become the core members of the Taliban 

(Bergen, P. 2019). 

The Taliban's ideology is based on a strict 

interpretation of Sunni Islam, specifically the 

Deobandi school of thought. They follow a strict 

code of behavior, enforcing their version of Sharia 

law, which includes strict dress codes, gender 

segregation, and a ban on music and other forms of 

entertainment. The Taliban also have a history of 

using brutal tactics, such as public executions and 

amputations, to maintain control. 

The group's ultimate goal is to establish an Islamic 

Emirate in Afghanistan, where they can enforce their 

strict interpretation of Islam. They see themselves as 

the true guardians of Islam, and their fight is seen as 

a holy war against foreign invaders and those they 

consider to be corrupt and un-Islamic (Khan, A. 

2018). 

One of the main motives of the Taliban is to rid 

Afghanistan of foreign influence. They view the US 

and other Western powers as invaders who have 

imposed their values and way of life on the Afghan 

people. The Taliban strongly opposes the presence of 

foreign troops in Afghanistan and has carried out 

numerous attacks on US and NATO forces (Rashid, 

A. 2012). 

Another motive of the Taliban is to overthrow the 

current Afghan government, which they see as a 

puppet regime installed by the US. The Taliban 

believes that the Afghan government is corrupt and 

does not represent the true interests of the Afghan 

people. They have carried out numerous attacks on 

government officials and institutions in an attempt to 

destabilize the government. 

The Taliban also have a deep-seated hatred for the 

Shia minority in Afghanistan and see them as 

heretics. They have carried out numerous attacks on 

Shia mosques and religious gatherings, causing 

widespread sectarian violence in the country 

(Roggio, B. 2020). 

Furthermore, the Taliban's motives are also driven by 

economic factors. They have control over lucrative 

drug trafficking routes in Afghanistan and use the 

profits to fund their operations. The Taliban also 

extorts money from local businesses and collects 

taxes in areas under their control. 

 

https://ijciss.org/


[ 

https://ijciss.org/                                          | Qudsia et al., 2024 | Page 2359 

2.2 Taliban and the United States of America 

The Taliban has been a central figure in the history 

of Afghanistan and has had a complex relationship 

with the United States. This militant group first 

emerged in the early 1990s in the midst of the Soviet-

Afghan War and quickly gained control of the 

country. However, it was not until the 9/11 attacks 

that the Taliban's history with the United States 

began to truly unfold. In this article, we will delve 

into the history of the Taliban and its tumultuous 

relationship with the United States. 

 

2.2.1 The Origins of the Taliban 

The Taliban was formed in 1994 by a group of 

religious students (Talib) who were trained in 

religious schools in Pakistan. Led by Mullah 

Mohammad Omar, the Taliban emerged as a 

powerful force in Afghanistan, quickly taking 

control of most of the country by 1996. Their strict 

interpretation of Islam and oppressive policies, 

particularly towards women, made them a 

controversial group both domestically and 

internationally (BBC News. 2021). 

 

2.2.2 The Taliban's Rule in Afghanistan 

Under the Taliban's rule, Afghanistan became a safe 

haven for terrorist groups, particularly Al-Qaeda, 

who had pledged allegiance to the Taliban. The 

group's relationship with Al-Qaeda and its leader 

Osama bin Laden would ultimately lead to a 

significant turning point in its history with the United 

States (Council on Foreign Relations. 2021). 

 

2.3 The 9/11 Attacks and the U.S. Invasion of 

Afghanistan 

On September 11, 2001, Al-Qaeda carried out a 

series of coordinated terrorist attacks on the United 

States, killing almost 3,000 people. The attacks were 

orchestrated by Osama bin Laden, who had been 

living in Afghanistan under the protection of the 

Taliban. 

In response to the attacks, the United States 

demanded that the Taliban hand over bin Laden and 

dismantle Al-Qaeda. When the Taliban refused to 

comply, the U.S. launched a military operation 

known as 'Operation Enduring Freedom' in October 

2001, with the goal of removing the Taliban from 

power and destroying Al-Qaeda (History.com 

Editors. 2021). 

The U.S. military campaign was swift and 

successful, and by December 2001, the Taliban was 

effectively removed from power. However, the war 

was far from over as the U.S. shifted its focus 

towards stabilizing Afghanistan and rebuilding the 

country. 

 

2.4 Taliban's Resurgence and Negotiations with 

the U.S. 

Despite being overthrown, the Taliban continued to 

carry out attacks and insurgency against the Afghan 

government and the U.S. forces. Over the years, the 

group regained control of many areas in Afghanistan, 

and by 2018, it was estimated that the Taliban 

controlled or influenced nearly half of the country. 

In 2018, the U.S. government under President 

Donald Trump initiated direct talks with the Taliban 

in an attempt to negotiate a peace agreement. The 

negotiations were met with controversy and 

criticism, with many arguing that the U.S. should not 

negotiate with a group that has a history of harboring 

and supporting terrorist organizations (Katzman, K. 

2021). 

In February 2020, the U.S. and the Taliban signed a 

historic peace deal, which included the withdrawal of 

U.S. troops from Afghanistan. However, the peace 

process has been marred by ongoing violence and 

instability, with the Taliban continuing to carry out 

attacks and the Afghan government struggling to 

maintain control (U.S. Department of State. 2020). 

 

2.5 Current State of Relations 

The U.S. and the Taliban's relationship remains 

complex and fragile, with both sides showing a 

willingness to engage in negotiations, but also 

resorting to violence and conflict. In August 2021, 

the Taliban swiftly regained control of Afghanistan 

as the U.S. withdrew its troops, causing chaos and 

uncertainty in the country. 

Many fear that the Taliban's return to power will 

result in a resurgence of terrorism and the oppression 

of human rights, particularly for women and 

minorities. The U.S. has also expressed concerns 

about the Taliban's relationship with other terrorist 

groups, such as Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State 

(Central Intelligence Agency. 2021, August 10). 

The Taliban, an extremist militant group based in 

Afghanistan, has been a major concern for US 

security for over two decades. The group first gained 

international attention in the late 1990s when they 

took control of Afghanistan and imposed strict 

Islamic rule. Since then, the Taliban has been 

involved in numerous attacks and conflicts, 
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including their support for terrorist organizations 

such as Al-Qaeda. In recent years, the Taliban has 

resurged and regained control of large portions of 

Afghanistan, raising concerns about their threat level 

to US security. 

The threat posed by the Taliban to US security is a 

complex issue that requires an understanding of the 

group's history, ideology, and current activities. The 

Taliban originated in the 1980s during the Soviet-

Afghan War when they emerged as a resistance 

movement against the Soviet Union. After the Soviet 

withdrawal, the Taliban gained control of 

Afghanistan in 1996 and established a strict Islamic 

government. However, their oppressive rule and 

support for terrorist groups led to the US-led invasion 

of Afghanistan in 2001, which marked the beginning 

of the War on Terror (Clarke, M. 2021, August 12). 

Since then, the US has been engaged in a prolonged 

conflict with the Taliban, aimed at eliminating their 

presence and influence in Afghanistan. Despite years 

of military operations and efforts to negotiate a peace 

deal, the Taliban continues to pose a significant 

threat to US security. They have carried out 

numerous attacks targeting US and coalition forces, 

Afghan civilians, and government officials. The 

group has also been responsible for the deaths of 

thousands of US soldiers, making it the deadliest 

enemy of the US in the War on Terror (Long, A. 

2019). 

Additionally, the Taliban's ties to terrorist 

organizations, particularly Al-Qaeda, continue to 

raise concerns about their threat level to US security. 

Al-Qaeda, responsible for the 9/11 attacks, has long 

been supported by the Taliban and has used 

Afghanistan as a base for planning and executing 

terrorist activities. Despite the death of Al-Qaeda's 

leader, Osama bin Laden, in 2011, the group still 

poses a significant threat to US security, and the 

Taliban's support further strengthens their 

capabilities. 

Furthermore, the Taliban's resurgence in recent years 

has heightened fears about their threat level to US 

security. Since the US began withdrawing troops 

from Afghanistan in 2020, the Taliban has gained 

control of several key territories, including the 

country's second-largest city, Kandahar. This 

resurgence has raised concerns that the Taliban may 

once again impose their strict rule and provide a safe 

haven for terrorist groups to operate (United States 

Department of Defense. 2021, August 17). 

The Taliban's threat to US security is not limited to 

Afghanistan; it also extends to the neighboring 

regions. The group's control over the opium trade, 

which generates millions of dollars in revenue, has 

allowed them to finance their activities and expand 

their influence. This poses a threat to the stability of 

the region and could potentially lead to the spread of 

extremism to other countries. 

The Taliban, a militant group operating in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan, has been a persistent 

threat to regional stability and global security for 

decades. Known for their strict interpretation of 

Islamic law and brutal tactics, the Taliban has been 

responsible for countless acts of violence and human 

rights abuses. In recent years, the group has regained 

strength and control over significant parts of 

Afghanistan, raising concerns about their continued 

threat to the region and beyond. To combat this 

threat, various measures have been taken by 

governments and international organizations. This 

article will discuss some of these measures and their 

effectiveness in countering the Taliban's threat 

(Lauren, M. 2018). 

One of the primary measures taken to combat the 

Taliban's threat is through military operations. The 

United States, along with its allies, have been 

conducting military operations in Afghanistan since 

2001 as part of the Global War on Terror. These 

operations aimed to disrupt the Taliban's operations 

and remove them from power. The most significant 

military operation was the deployment of NATO 

forces in 2003, known as the International Security 

Assistance Force (ISAF). However, despite these 

efforts, the Taliban has been able to regroup and 

launch attacks, leading to a stalemate in the conflict. 

In recent years, the Afghan government, with the 

help of the international community, has been taking 

steps to strengthen their security forces. The Afghan 

National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF) 

have been trained and equipped to take on a more 

significant role in countering the Taliban's threat. 

This includes providing them with modern weapons, 

training, and support from international forces. The 

ANDSF has shown some success in pushing back the 

Taliban and regaining control of some areas. 

However, they still lack the necessary capabilities to 

fully defeat the Taliban on their own (United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime. 2019). 

Another measure taken to combat the Taliban's threat 

is through diplomatic efforts. Various diplomatic 

initiatives have been undertaken to find a peaceful 
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resolution to the conflict. One of the most significant 

efforts was the establishment of the Quadrilateral 

Coordination Group (QCG), consisting of 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, China, and the United States. 

The group aimed to facilitate peace talks between the 

Afghan government and the Taliban. However, these 

talks have not been successful in achieving a lasting 

peace agreement. 

In addition to military and diplomatic efforts, 

measures have been taken to address the root causes 

of the Taliban's resurgence. Poverty, unemployment, 

and lack of education are some of the factors that 

make individuals vulnerable to recruitment by the 

Taliban. To address these issues, the international 

community has invested in various development 

projects in Afghanistan, including infrastructure, 

education, and job creation. These efforts aim to 

reduce the appeal of joining the Taliban and provide 

alternative opportunities for the people (United 

States Institute of Peace. 2019). 

Furthermore, efforts have been made to combat the 

Taliban's primary source of funding – the illicit drug 

trade. Afghanistan is the world's largest producer of 

opium, which funds the Taliban's operations and 

activities. The international community has been 

working with the Afghan government to implement 

counter-narcotics policies, including crop 

substitution programs and law enforcement efforts to 

disrupt drug trafficking networks (United States 

Department of State. 2020). 

Despite these measures, the Taliban remains a 

significant threat to the region. The group continues 

to carry out attacks and control large parts of 

Afghanistan, causing instability and hindering the 

country's development. Some experts suggest that a 

comprehensive approach is needed, combining 

military, diplomatic, and development efforts, to 

effectively combat the Taliban's threat. Additionally, 

addressing the underlying political and social issues 

within Afghanistan and the region is crucial for 

achieving lasting peace and stability. 

 

1. Conclusion  

The threat of terrorist organizations to US security 

has been a pressing issue for decades, and the rise of 

the Taliban in Afghanistan only adds to the 

complexity of this issue. The Taliban, a militant 

group that emerged in the 1990s, has been a major 

player in the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan and 

poses a significant threat not only to the region, but 

also to the security of the United States. 

The Taliban, which translates to “students” in 

Pashto, originated from the Mujahideen, a group of 

Afghan fighters who resisted the Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan in the 1980s. After the Soviet 

withdrawal, the Mujahideen was unable to establish 

a stable government, leading to the rise of the 

Taliban. The group gained control of Afghanistan in 

1996 and enforced a strict interpretation of Islamic 

law, which included banning music, television, and 

education for women. 

The Taliban’s extremist ideology and brutal tactics, 

such as public executions and amputations, have 

caused widespread fear and suffering among the 

Afghan people. Moreover, the group has been linked 

to various terrorist attacks, including the 9/11 attacks 

on the United States. The Taliban provided safe 

haven for al-Qaeda, the terrorist organization 

responsible for the attacks, and refused to hand over 

its leader, Osama bin Laden, despite repeated 

requests from the US. 

In response, the US launched a military campaign in 

Afghanistan in 2001, with the aim of removing the 

Taliban from power and dismantling al-Qaeda. The 

initial success of the campaign led to the 

establishment of a new government in Afghanistan, 

but the Taliban remained a persistent threat. In recent 

years, the group has been regaining control of 

territory in Afghanistan, and its influence has spread 

to neighboring countries like Pakistan. 

The continued presence of the Taliban poses a 

significant threat to US security. The group’s ties to 

al-Qaeda and other terrorist organizations make it a 

potential launching pad for attacks against the US 

and its allies. Moreover, the Taliban’s control of 

territory in Afghanistan provides a safe haven for 

training and planning of terrorist activities. 

The US has taken several measures to counter the 

threat posed by the Taliban, including drone strikes 

and targeted killings of key leaders. However, a 

military solution alone is not enough to address the 

underlying issues that fuel the Taliban’s existence. 

The root causes of extremism, such as poverty, lack 

of education, and political instability, must also be 

addressed to effectively combat the group. 

Furthermore, the US has also engaged in peace talks 

with the Taliban in recent years, with the aim of 

reaching a political settlement and ending the conflict 

in Afghanistan. However, these talks have been met 

with skepticism, as the Taliban has continued its 

attacks and refused to agree to a ceasefire. 
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