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ABSTRACT
Climate change is one of the biggest challenges humanity faces today, and environmental
law has a critical role in tackling its impacts. In North America, the legal responses to
climate change differ significantly across countries, reflecting their unique political,
economic, and social contexts. This paper looks at how environmental law is being used
to combat climate change in Canada, the United States, and Mexico. It examines the
successes and obstacles these countries face, focusing on areas like international
cooperation, federalism, and local governance. Key examples, such as cross border
pollution controls and sustainable development efforts, show how law can be both a tool
for progress and a reflection of broader challenges. By examining these issues, this paper
highlights the potential of environmental law to drive change and its limitations in
addressing such a complex global problem.
Keywords: climate change, environmental law, North America, federalism, sustainable
development

INTRODUCTION
Climate change has emerged as one of the defining
issues of the 21st century, demanding urgent and
coordinated action at all levels of governance. Its
impacts rising global temperatures, extreme weather
events, and loss of biodiversity are increasingly
evident across the globe. In North America,
countries are grappling with these challenges while
balancing economic growth and political
complexities. Environmental law, with its ability to
regulate harmful activities and promote sustainable
practices, is a crucial tool in this fight.
The effectiveness of legal frameworks often
depends on their design, enforcement, and
alignment with international standards. According
to Sanfelice et al. (2016), international
environmental law principles offer valuable
guidance, but their application varies widely based
on regional contexts.
In North America, the diversity in governance
systems between Canada, the United States, and
Mexico adds layers of complexity to climate related

legal frameworks. Canada, for instance, has been
lauded for its federal approach to environmental
issues, where provinces have significant autonomy
to implement climate policies. Bélanger (2011)
highlights the unique challenges of Canadian
federalism in addressing climate change, noting that
while provinces like British Columbia lead with
innovative policies, others lag behind.
The United States, with its decentralized federal
system, faces a patchwork of state level initiatives
that sometimes conflict with national priorities. This
decentralized approach can lead to innovation, as
seen in states like California, but also creates
inconsistencies across the country.
Mexico, on the other hand, presents a different
picture. As a developing country with high
vulnerability to climate change, Mexico has adopted
progressive environmental laws and joined
international agreements like the Paris Accord.
Enforcement remains a major hurdle. Pasternack
(2012) points out that Mexico’s struggle with
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corruption and limited resources often undermines
its legal frameworks, even when they are well
designed.
This contrast among North American countries
underlines the importance of tailoring
environmental laws to fit national circumstances
while ensuring coherence with regional and
international efforts.
International cooperation is another essential
element in addressing climate change in North
America. Issues like transboundary pollution and
resource management require collaborative
solutions. For instance, the Elk–Kootenai River
watershed between Canada and the United States
highlights how pollution from mining operations
can have cross border impacts. Simpson and
Collison (2023) argue that international law
provides mechanisms for addressing such
challenges, but practical implementation often
depends on political will and mutual trust between
nations.
Despite these efforts, there is growing recognition
that existing environmental laws may not be
sufficient to combat the scale of the climate crisis.
Ogden (2016) notes that Canada’s recent attempts to
rewrite its environmental laws reflect an
understanding of this inadequacy and a desire to
adapt to changing realities.
The U.S. has seen calls for stronger federal
leadership to address inconsistencies in state level
policies. These examples illustrate that while
environmental laws have achieved progress, they
must evolve to meet the urgency of the climate
challenge.

Research Justification
Climate change is a pressing global issue, and its
impacts are especially significant in North America,
a region with diverse ecosystems and economic
activities. Understanding the role of environmental
law in this context is crucial because legal
frameworks can either accelerate or hinder effective
climate action. Sanfelice et al. (2016) emphasize the
importance of aligning domestic laws with
international principles to address the global nature
of climate change.
The application of these principles is inconsistent,
particularly in federations like Canada and the
United States. In Canada, Bélanger (2011) notes

that federalism creates both opportunities and
challenges for climate governance, as provinces
vary widely in their commitment and capacity to
implement environmental policies. Similarly,
Ogden (2016) highlights ongoing reforms in
Canada’s environmental laws as an attempt to
address gaps in policy effectiveness.
In the United States, Race et al. (2019) argue that
the fragmented nature of state and federal policies
often results in legal and administrative hurdles.
Mexico, despite its progressive legal frameworks,
struggles with enforcement due to systemic
challenges, as noted by Pasternack (2012). These
examples underline the need for a deeper
understanding of how environmental law operates
across North America to address the climate crisis
effectively.

Research Objectives
The role of environmental law in combating climate
change across North America, focusing on the
unique challenges and opportunities faced by
Canada, the United States, and Mexico.

1- To analyze the effectiveness of existing
environmental laws in mitigating climate change
impacts
The legal frameworks in place, this research aims to
evaluate how well these laws address pressing
climate issues like greenhouse gas emissions,
renewable energy adoption, and environmental
conservation. This involves exploring case studies
and identifying gaps in current policies.

2- To explore the role of federalism in shaping
climate laws in Canada and the United States
Federal structures can both empower and
complicate climate governance. This research will
examine how provinces in Canada and states in the
U.S. implement their own climate policies and the
extent to which these efforts align with national and
international objectives.

3- To assess Mexico’s approach to climate
governance and its unique challenges
Mexico, as a developing country, faces distinct
economic and political obstacles in enforcing
environmental laws. This objective will look into
how Mexico balances its climate commitments with
economic development and social priorities.
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4- To evaluate the role of international
cooperation in addressing transboundary
environmental challenges
Climate change issues like air and water pollution
often cross borders. This research seeks to
understand how international agreements and
partnerships such as those addressing the Elk
Kootenai River watershed impact climate law
enforcement and collaboration between North
American countries.

5- To identify potential improvements to North
American environmental laws to strengthen
climate resilience
Drawing insights from existing frameworks and
case studies, this research will propose actionable
recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of
environmental laws in addressing climate change at
both national and regional levels.

Research Methodology
This study employed a systematic review
methodology, with research objectives established
accordingly. A comprehensive literature review was
conducted (Komba & Lwoga, 2020). Research
findings were categorized based on their content
(Hiver et al., 2021; Petticrew & Roberts, 2006), and
classified information was incorporated into the
study by organizing it into headings (Gan et al.,
2021; Pawson et al., 2005). The evaluation of
classified information and titles formed the basis of
the study (Page, 2021; Rahi, 2017), ensuring the
integrity of the research subject and its contents
(Egger et al., 2022; Victor, 2008).

Literature Review
Climate change is no longer just an environmental
concern; it is a defining challenge for policymakers,
industries, and communities worldwide. In North
America, environmental law serves as a critical tool
in addressing the impacts of climate change,
shaping responses through regulatory frameworks,
international agreements, and collaborative
initiatives. This review explores how Canada, the
United States, and Mexico approach climate
challenges through their legal systems, examining
successes, obstacles, and opportunities for
improvement.

1- The Patchwork of U.S. Climate Laws
The United States demonstrates a complex and
often fragmented approach to environmental law.
As Race et al. (2019) explain, environmental
governance in the U.S. operates across multiple
levels federal, state, and local resulting in both
innovation and inconsistency. For example, states
like California lead with progressive policies such
as the cap and trade program, which has
successfully reduced emissions while promoting
economic growth. Other states resist federal
environmental regulations, creating a patchwork of
policies that can hinder national progress.
This fragmentation is particularly evident in
responses to transboundary pollution and emissions.
Federal agencies such as the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) often struggle to enforce
uniform policies in the face of state level opposition.
This dynamic reveals the need for a more cohesive
approach to ensure that climate efforts at various
levels of governance work together effectively.

2- Canada’s Federalism and Environmental
Progress
Canada’s federal system poses unique challenges
for climate governance, where provinces wield
significant autonomy in environmental matters.
Bélanger (2011) highlights how this structure has
led to a diverse range of climate initiatives.
Provinces like British Columbia and Quebec have
implemented effective policies such as carbon
pricing and renewable energy mandates. Resource
heavy provinces like Alberta face difficulties
transitioning away from fossil fuels, leading to
uneven progress across the country.
Federal efforts, such as the Pan Canadian
Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change,
attempt to align provincial and national goals.
Ogden (2016) notes that Canada’s recent
environmental law reforms reflect a broader
commitment to modernize its legal framework and
address gaps in enforcement. Despite these efforts,
political and economic factors continue to influence
the pace of implementation, emphasizing the
importance of sustained collaboration between
federal and provincial governments.
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3- Mexico’s Legal Framework and Enforcement
Challenges
Mexico offers a different perspective as a
developing country facing significant climate
vulnerabilities. Pasternack (2012) underscores the
ambitious nature of Mexico’s environmental laws,
which often align with international agreements
such as the Paris Accord. Initiatives like ProAire,
aimed at reducing urban air pollution, illustrate
Mexico’s commitment to addressing specific
climate issues.
Enforcement remains a key challenge. Limited
resources and systemic corruption frequently
undermine the effectiveness of environmental laws.
For example, illegal logging and deforestation
persist despite legal protections, highlighting the
gap between policy design and practical
implementation. Strengthening institutions and
improving governance mechanisms are essential for
Mexico to fully realize the potential of its climate
laws.

4- Regional Collaboration on Transboundary
Issues
Many climate challenges in North America, such as
air and water pollution, transcend national borders,
necessitating regional cooperation. The Elk–
Kootenai River watershed, shared by Canada and
the United States, exemplifies how pollution from
Canadian mining operations affects downstream
ecosystems in the U.S. Simpson and Collison (2023)
stress that while international agreements exist to
address such issues, their success depends on
political will and consistent enforcement.
Regional partnerships and treaties play a critical
role in addressing these challenges. Disruptions in
international cooperation such as the temporary U.S.
withdrawal from the Paris Agreement demonstrate
how political shifts can impede progress. This
underscores the need for robust legal mechanisms
that endure beyond changes in leadership.

1- Learning from International Environmental
Law
International environmental law offers valuable
insights for North American frameworks. Sanfelice
et al. (2016) emphasize principles like the
precautionary approach and sustainable
development as key tools in crafting effective
climate policies. While Canada, the U.S., and
Mexico have adopted elements of these principles,

their implementation remains inconsistent due to
differing national priorities and capacities.
The role of scientific innovation in shaping
environmental law is another critical consideration.
Andrews and Taylor (2019) highlight techniques
such as enhanced weathering of agricultural soils to
capture carbon, demonstrating the need for laws that
adapt to emerging technologies. By integrating
scientific advancements, North American countries
can strengthen their legal frameworks to address
climate challenges more effectively.
The role of environmental law in combating climate
change in North America is both essential and
evolving. Legal frameworks provide the structure
for climate action, but their success depends on
enforcement, collaboration, and adaptability. Each
country in the region faces unique challenges, yet
their interconnectedness highlights the importance
of coordinated efforts. By learning from successes
and addressing existing gaps, environmental law
can become a more powerful driver of climate
resilience across North America.

The Evolution of Environmental Law and its
Impact on Climate Change Action in North
America
Environmental law in North America has evolved
significantly over the past century, driven by
increasing awareness of the impact of human
activity on the environment. In the early 20th
century, there were few legal frameworks
addressing environmental protection. It wasn’t until
the post World War II period that concerns over
pollution and resource depletion began to gain
political traction. In the U.S., landmark laws like the
Clean Air Act (1963) and the Clean Water Act
(1972) were established to address growing
concerns about industrial pollution. These laws
marked a turning point, creating the foundation for
modern environmental governance.
By the 1980s and 1990s, the focus began to shift
toward more global environmental issues, including
climate change. The creation of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
in 1988 pushed the issue to the forefront. In
response, North American countries started
incorporating climate considerations into their legal
frameworks. In Canada, for example, the Kyoto
Protocol was ratified in 2002, committing the
country to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The
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U.S., while initially hesitant, later adopted measures
like the Clean Power Plan under the Obama
administration in 2015, aimed at cutting emissions
from power plants.
The early 21st century has seen a growing
realization that climate change is an urgent issue
requiring not just national laws, but also
international cooperation. Environmental laws
continue to evolve, but the challenge remains to
adapt legal frameworks that are both effective and
capable of responding to the accelerating pace of
climate change.

Leading: The Role of Environmental Law in
Combating Climate Change in North America
As climate change accelerates, the role of
environmental law in North America has never been
more critical. The region’s vast industries, urban
growth, and natural resources all contribute to its
significant environmental impact. This also means
that legal frameworks in the United States, Canada,
and Mexico hold immense power in shaping the
future of the planet. The challenges posed by
climate change rising temperatures, extreme
weather events, and pollution demand a legal
response that is both proactive and adaptive.
For example, Canada’s commitment to reducing
carbon emissions is visible in its efforts to
implement carbon pricing and develop clean energy
policies. On the other hand, the U.S. has seen
fluctuations in climate policy, with shifts in
leadership affecting the direction of its
environmental laws. Mexico, although facing
unique challenges as a developing nation, has taken
steps to integrate climate change measures into its
legal system, driven by both national goals and
international agreements.
The evolving landscape of environmental law in
North America reflects the growing recognition that
climate change is not only an environmental issue
but a legal, social, and economic one. While
progress has been made, it is clear that much more
needs to be done to ensure that the laws of the
future can tackle the climate crisis head on,
fostering resilience for future generations.

Theoretical Insights into the Role of
Environmental Law in Mitigating Climate
Change in North America

Environmental law aims to balance human
development with the protection of the planet’s
natural resources. When it comes to climate change,
the role of law extends beyond simply regulating
pollution or conserving wildlife, it shapes the
frameworks through which countries and industries
respond to the climate crisis. Theoretically,
environmental law draws on principles like
sustainable development, precautionary measures,
and the ‘polluter pays’ principle, all of which guide
policy and regulation at both the national and
international levels.
In North America, environmental law operates in a
complex landscape where political, economic, and
social factors intersect. For example, the
‘precautionary principle’ argues that legal systems
should act to prevent harm even when scientific
evidence about potential environmental damage is
uncertain. This is seen in the U.S. Clean Air Act,
which empowers the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to regulate greenhouse gas emissions,
even in the absence of complete scientific certainty
about their long term effects.
Sustainable development is another key concept in
environmental law, especially when considering
how countries balance economic growth with
environmental protection. Canada’s efforts to
implement carbon pricing reflect an attempt to
achieve this balance, aligning the country’s legal
system with its international commitments under the
Paris Agreement. This ideal of sustainability is
often contested, as economic interests such as the
oil and gas industries in Alberta pose significant
challenges to stronger climate action.
The ‘polluter pays’ principle, which suggests that
those who cause environmental harm should bear
the costs of their actions, remains central to many
environmental laws in North America. This theory
is evident in policies like carbon taxes and emission
reduction targets, aiming to incentivize industries to
reduce their carbon footprints.
These theoretical frameworks often clash with
political realities. Legal systems in North America
are shaped by powerful industries and regional
interests that resist change, making the
implementation of climate policies a constant
challenge. This underscores the need for not just
strong legal principles, but also political will and
public engagement to drive meaningful progress in
the fight against climate change.
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Overcoming Challenges and Seizing
Opportunities in Environmental Law for
Climate Action in North America
Combating climate change through environmental
law in North America presents both significant
challenges and exciting opportunities. On the one
hand, there are substantial barriers to creating and
enforcing effective climate policies. On the other,
there are real opportunities to innovate and lead the
way toward a more sustainable future.

1- Challenges
One of the primary challenges is the political and
economic resistance to stricter environmental
regulations. In the U.S., for example, there’s often a
clash between federal climate initiatives and state
governments, especially in energy rich states like
Texas and Wyoming, where the fossil fuel industry
holds considerable influence. This resistance is not
just political but also economic many industries fear
that aggressive climate policies could harm their
bottom lines or cost jobs. The recent rollback of
regulations under the Trump administration is a
stark reminder of how quickly policy can shift,
making long term legal frameworks difficult to
establish.
Canada also faces a similar tension, particularly in
provinces like Alberta, where the oil sands are a
significant economic driver. Despite efforts to
implement carbon pricing and cleaner energy
policies, the challenge remains in convincing local
industries and communities to transition away from
traditional energy sources.

2- Opportunities
Despite these challenges, there are significant
opportunities for growth and innovation. The
adoption of carbon pricing in Canada shows that it’s
possible to make large scale changes to how we
value carbon emissions while fostering green
energy initiatives. Quebec’s cap and trade system,
which successfully reduced emissions while raising
revenue for environmental projects, is an example
of how economic incentives can align with
environmental goals.
The push for clean energy technologies is another
key opportunity. In the U.S., states like California
have led the way with ambitious renewable energy
mandates, proving that it is possible to reduce

emissions while growing the economy. Additionally,
North American partnerships such as the United

States Mexico Canada Agreement (USMCA) have
the potential to create stronger regional cooperation
on climate related issues, fostering shared solutions
to shared problems.
The key to overcoming these challenges lies in
fostering collaboration between governments,
industries, and communities. By integrating legal
frameworks with innovative technological solutions
and embracing economic opportunities in the green
energy sector, North America can turn its
environmental law into a powerful tool in the fight
against climate change.

Discussion
Environmental law plays a crucial role in shaping
how North America tackles the climate crisis. While
the legal frameworks are essential for setting
standards and enforcing regulations, the
effectiveness of these laws is often tested by
political, economic, and social factors. For example,
the U.S. has seen both progress and setbacks in its
climate policies. The Clean Power Plan, introduced
during the Obama administration, aimed to reduce
emissions from power plants but was delayed and
rolled back under the Trump administration. This
shift highlights the challenge of having consistent,
long term climate laws that are resistant to political
changes.
In Canada, carbon pricing has been a major policy
tool. While it has had successes, like in British
Columbia, where carbon emissions have been
reduced while the economy continued to grow, it
has faced significant pushback in resource
dependent provinces like Alberta. These provinces
depend on the oil and gas industry, and the
transition to cleaner energy sources is not always
seen as feasible or beneficial. This creates tension
between environmental goals and the economic
realities of fossil fuel economies.
There are reasons for optimism. States like
California have set ambitious emissions reduction
targets, leading the way in renewable energy
adoption. Additionally, international agreements,
such as the Paris Agreement, provide a framework
for cooperation. By aligning legal frameworks with
market driven solutions, such as clean energy
incentives and carbon credits, North America can
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better address the climate crisis. The road ahead
may be challenging, but the opportunities for
progress are clear, and the legal tools to make a
meaningful impact are in place.

Conclusion
Environmental law is undeniably a key tool in the
fight against climate change in North America.
While progress has been made, the region still faces
significant hurdles. The shifting political landscape,
the influence of fossil fuel industries, and regional
economic interests often complicate efforts to
implement comprehensive climate policies. There
are hopeful signs that legal frameworks can adapt to
the growing urgency of the climate crisis.
For instance, Canada's carbon pricing model,
despite its challenges, offers a promising example
of how market based solutions can drive emissions
reductions without sacrificing economic growth.
Similarly, California's aggressive renewable energy
targets show that bold climate actions at the state
level can inspire broader change.
The real opportunity lies in collaboration between
governments, industries, and communities to align
environmental goals with economic incentives.
Stronger integration of clean energy policies,
technological innovation, and international
cooperation can help overcome barriers to progress.
Moreover, while North America still grapples with
climate denial in some circles, the rise of public
awareness and activism among younger generations
is reshaping the conversation.
While environmental law alone cannot solve
climate change, it plays a critical role in setting the
foundation for a more sustainable future. The
challenge is clear, but so are the opportunities. With
the right political will and legal frameworks in place,
North America can continue to evolve its laws to
address climate change, creating a more resilient
and sustainable future for all.

Recommendations
1- Strengthen Federal Climate Policies
North American countries, particularly the U.S. and
Canada, should focus on creating more robust and
consistent federal climate policies. For example, the
U.S. should reinstate and strengthen policies like the
Clean Power Plan to regulate emissions from power
plants and expand them to other sectors, providing
long term stability.

2- Emphasize Carbon Pricing and Market Based
Solutions
Carbon pricing has proven effective in reducing
emissions, as seen in British Columbia's carbon tax.
Expanding these market based mechanisms across
North America would create financial incentives for
industries to reduce their carbon footprint while
promoting clean energy innovation.

3- Incentivize Renewable Energy Investments
Governments should provide more incentives for
renewable energy projects, like solar and wind. For
example, tax credits and subsidies for clean energy
companies could help accelerate the transition away
from fossil fuels, especially in states or provinces
heavily reliant on oil and gas industries.

4- Expand Climate Education and Public
Awareness
Educating the public on the importance of climate
action is crucial. Governments and environmental
groups should invest in campaigns that raise
awareness about the impact of climate change and
the role of environmental law in mitigating it, much
like the educational campaigns seen in Europe.

5- Improve Cross Border Cooperation
The U.S., Canada, and Mexico should work more
closely to align environmental laws and climate
action plans. Sharing best practices and developing
common standards, particularly around carbon
emissions and environmental regulations, would
make it easier to address regional environmental
issues like cross border pollution.

2- Support Just Transition for Affected Workers
As industries transition to cleaner energy sources,
it's important to provide support for workers in
fossil fuel sectors. Offering retraining programs, job
placement services, and social safety nets can help
ensure that the shift to a green economy is equitable
and does not leave vulnerable communities behind.

3- Strengthen Legal Enforcement of
Environmental Laws
Governments should improve enforcement of
existing environmental laws, ensuring that
companies comply with regulations. This could
include stricter penalties for environmental
violations, as seen in the enforcement of the Clean
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Water Act in the U.S., which could deter future
violations.

8- Encourage Local Climate Action
Local governments should be empowered to
develop and implement climate action plans tailored
to their specific needs. Cities like Vancouver and
San Francisco have pioneered local sustainability
programs that could serve as models for other cities
across North America.

9- Foster Private Sector Collaboration
Businesses need to be seen as allies in the fight
against climate change. Governments can encourage
private companies to adopt sustainable practices
through incentives, while also holding them
accountable through regulations. Companies like
Tesla show that innovation and sustainability can go
hand in hand.

10- Integrate Climate Change into Broader
Legal Frameworks
Environmental law should not be siloed but
integrated into all areas of law, from urban planning
to international trade agreements. For example,
trade policies could include provisions on carbon
emissions, encouraging global trade to support
sustainable practices. This approach ensures that
climate action is not only a separate concern but
embedded in everyday legal decisions.

Research Limitations
While this research provides valuable insights into
the role of environmental law in combating climate
change in North America, it does have some
limitations. One challenge is the rapidly evolving
nature of both climate science and environmental
law. As new data on climate change emerges and
legal frameworks evolve, the conclusions drawn in
this study may need to be adjusted in the future.
This research primarily focuses on federal level
policies and may not fully capture the nuanced,
region specific laws that play a significant role,
especially in states like California or provinces like
Quebec, which have unique regulations.
Another limitation is the reliance on available legal
and policy documents, which may not fully reflect
the actual on the ground impact of these laws. For
example, while carbon pricing has been
implemented in some regions, its real world effects
on emission reductions can vary and may not be

fully evident yet. Political dynamics in North
America can shift quickly, influencing both the
effectiveness and direction of environmental laws.

Research Implications
This research has significant implications for both
policymakers and environmental advocates in North
America. It underscores the importance of aligning
legal frameworks with climate goals to drive
meaningful change. Policymakers can use these
findings to refine existing laws or develop new
regulations that are more adaptable to the evolving
climate crisis. For instance, strengthening carbon
pricing or enhancing emissions standards could
have a direct impact on reducing carbon footprints.
The research also highlights the need for
collaboration across borders between Canada, the
U.S., and Mexico demonstrating that a regional
approach can address shared environmental issues
like transboundary pollution. On a practical level, it
suggests that local governments can play a vital role
by developing climate action plans tailored to their
communities, as seen in cities like Vancouver and
San Francisco. This research contributes to the
ongoing conversation about integrating climate
action into all aspects of law, offering a foundation
for future legal developments aimed at mitigating
climate change.

Future Research Directions
Future research in the role of environmental law in
combating climate change in North America should
explore several key areas. There is a need for deeper
analysis of the effectiveness of regional and local
environmental policies. For example, how can cities
like Los Angeles, known for its ambitious climate
goals, inspire other urban centers to take similar
steps? Research could focus on whether local
policies can lead to broader regional and national
shifts, especially in areas that face resistance to
federal climate action.
Another promising direction is examining the
impact of climate justice initiatives in law.
Environmental laws often overlook marginalized
communities that are disproportionately affected by
climate change. Future studies should assess how
environmental law can better address these social
inequalities, providing legal tools that both reduce
emissions and protect vulnerable populations.
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Research should look at the intersection of
environmental law and emerging technologies. How
can laws evolve to regulate innovations like carbon
capture, renewable energy tech, or geoengineering?
This would ensure that new technologies are
harnessed effectively, while safeguarding
environmental integrity.
Given the evolving political climate, research into
how environmental laws can remain resilient and
effective in the face of political changes is crucial.
Exploring mechanisms for ensuring long term legal
commitment to climate goals will be key in
maintaining progress.
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