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ABSTRACT

Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" is a literary classic that is appreciated worldwide for
its complex language and multiple meanings. This research paper will explore the play through
morphological ambiguity, which is the theory of Ray Jackendoff. The morphological ambiguity,
which is the process of a word or phrase having different meanings based on its form, is the
phenomenon that will reveal new levels of interpretation in Shakespeare's works. Through the use
of linguistic analysis tools and methodologies, this research aims to get to the roots of the subtle
nuances and the several layers of meaning that are hidden in the text. The paper deals with a detailed
analysis of some main passages, and as a result, it will help to acquire a deeper understanding of
Shakespearean linguistics and literary interpretation. In the end, this research may be of great
significance for the study of literature and language as it shows the intimate relationship between
linguistic structures and literary meaning.
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INTRODUCTION

Shakespeare was a famous writer, poet, and
playwright of his time. His most famous play "A
Midsummer Night's Dream” is the actual thing, a
classic, a timeless treasure of English literature, rich
in language, characters are very complex, and themes
are magical. The fire from Jackendoff's
morphological ambiguity theory proves that this play
could be read in a new way and that is, truth be told,
a new interpretation, which would somehow lead to
our understanding of Shakespeare's language.

Ray Jackendoff, a prominent linguist, showed that
the words and phrases of the natural language are
often ambiguous because of their morphological
structure. The morphological ambiguity is when a
word or phrase is rephrased in more than one way,
which, as a result, creates different meanings,
sometimes even with a subtle and sometimes even a
direct inversion. This theory helps to make "A
Midsummer Night's Dream" come out and to get the
mystery behind the Shakespearean language in it.

On the main, "A Midsummer Night's Dream” is a
play which is the blend of real and the illusion, love
and madness, order and chaos. The characters pass
through the magical forests, get the fairies' tricks,
meet the love in all its types, and all this is taking
place while the wedding party is going on.
Shakespeare, in the fairy world, uses a number of
linguistic techniques, including puns, wordplay, and
double entendres, to create a feeling of uncertainty
and indeterminate.

The morphological ambiguity is the reason for the
existence of the words and the phrases that can be
interpreted in more than one way, therefore in the
character interactions, thematic developments and
plot twists we can find the layers of meaning that will
be added. Basically, the phrase "The course of true
love never did run smooth™ can be seen in two
different ways that are the problems and the
inconsistency of the love relationships. Besides, "A
Midsummer Night's Dream" is not just a single word
problem but a symbol that is a large theme in the
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play. The real and the imaginary, the opposition
between the rational and the irrational, and the
problem of what really constitutes a person are all the
connectors that are related to the Jackendoff's theory
of morphological ambiguity. By making the analysis
of the images close to each other, we can find out
how these themes are depicted in the language
structure of the play thus, we will be able to admire
Shakespeare's thematic complexity more.

To sum up, Jackendoff's morphological ambiguity is
the foundation of the study of Shakespeare's "A
Midsummer Night's Dream." The analysis of the
language and the meaning of the words, thus, gives
us a new perspective on the characters, themes and
the story telling techniques of the play, which proves
its value as a literary and linguistic masterpiece.
Hence, it can be stated that the "A Midsummer
Night's Dream" magic is not only in its fantasy story
but also in the complex web of words that
Shakespeare uses to make his fairy world real.

Limitations of the Research

The research paper only deals with the
morphological ambiguity in Shakespeare's "A
Midsummer Night's Dream" and, thus, it is possible
that other aspects of linguistic and literary analysis
are not covered in the paper. Besides, the
interpretations of morphological ambiguity can be
subjective, which means they depend on the
researcher's background, perspective, and the
familiarity with Shakespearean literature. Besides,
the study is written in English, thus excluding the
possible information that can be acquired by
translating or adapting the play in other languages.
Besides, the research subject is difficult and the work
is long, so there are certain factors that cannot be
completely explored in the given time. Besides, the
study can be concentrate on a few passages or scenes
from "A Midsummer Night's Dream," which may not
be the whole picture of the play's linguistic richness
and complexity. Results of this research may be
unique to "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and
therefore, may not be applicable to other works of
literature or linguistic contexts. Besides that, external
factors like historical context, cultural background,
and authorial intent may have an effect on the
interpretation of morphological ambiguity and its
meaning in the play. Lastly, the research paper
admits the significance of ethical issues in literary
analysis, for instance, the respect of the author's
original motives and the avoidance of

misrepresentation or the oversimplification of the
complex linguistic phenomena.

Significance of Research

This research paper is a valuable work in the field of
linguistics by the use of the concept of morphological
ambiguity on a famous literary work, thus the author
demonstrates the interrelation between the language
structure and the meaning. Besides, the study of the
hidden layers of meaning within "A Midsummer
Night's Dream" helps to shed light on the intricacies
of Shakespearean literature, thus enriching our
knowledge of the motivations of the characters, the
themes, and the plot. The findings from this research
will be useful in the development of teaching
practices in literature and language courses, thus, it
will be a real enrichment of the classroom
discussions and it will be a new way to encourage the
students to critically engage with the complex texts.
Besides, the research paper is an important part of the
current academic discussion about Shakespearean
studies, morphological analysis, and the intersection
of linguistics and literature. Thus, it creates and
encourages the exchange of ideas and debates among
the scholars in the academic community. Besides,
this research paper also shows that by analyzing a
popular piece of literature through a current linguistic
point of view, one can clearly demonstrate the
immortality of Shakespeare's writings and their
ability to provoke thoughts and discussions in
different cultural backgrounds. Besides, such a study
may be useful for people who are working in the
translation studies, computational linguistics, and
natural language processing fields in which there is a
need for the knowledge of the morphological
ambiguity that could be used for the development of
text analysis and interpretation algorithms. All in all,
this paper is of both the theoretical and practical kind
of knowledge, thus, it may be able to bring together
the fields of linguistics and literary studies and also
the gap between them may be eliminated. Moreover,
it offers a new view to a famous world literature.

Research Questions

1. How can the linguistic analysis methods be
used to accurately locate the cases of
morphological ambiguity in "A Midsummer
Night's Dream™?

2. What linguistic clues can be used as the basis
for various meanings and interpretations of
the morophologically ambiguous passages in
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the play and how do these passages allow for
different interpretations?

3. How does the morphological ambiguity
contribute to the creation of themes,
characterization, and plot progression in "A
Midsummer Night's Dream,” and what are
their interrelations within the framework of
the play?

4. How do the results of this study, which deals
with the morphological ambiguity in "A
Midsummer Night's Dream", correspond and
contrast with the previous conceptions of the
play, and from what consequences do these
comparisons come out for the literary and the
linguistic significance of Shakespeare's
work?

Research Objectives

e To locate the cases of morphological
ambiguity inside "A Midsummer Night's
Dream” by applying linguistic analysis
methods.

e To find the possible meanings and
interpretations of those morphologically
ambiguous sentences in the play.

e In order to determine the influence of
morphological ambiguity on the entire
themes, characters, and plot development of
"A Midsummer Night's Dream, " one should,
first of all, analyze the impact of the
morphological ambiguity on the overall
themes, characters, and plot development of
this famous play.

e By contrasting and comparing the results of
this study with the current views of the play,
one can get a new meaning of the linguistic
and literary features of the play.

Literature Review

Shakespeare is among the most well-known
dramatists in the history of English literature. His
works are still captivating the audiences of the whole
world, even centuries after they were written. This
literature review discusses the different academic
perspectives on Shakespeare's involvement in the
field of drama by examining themes like his creative
use of language, character development, and
narrative structure. A number of experts have stated
that Shakespeare's exceptional use of language is a
distinguishing feature of his dramatic works. In her

research on Shakespeare's language, Smith (2018)
states that the reason for the still popularity of his
plays is the ability of the author to create dialogue
that is both poetic and simple. Moreover, Jones
(2016) says that Shakespeare's use of metaphor and
imagery, which creates depth and complexity to his
characters and themes, thus, enriches the whole
theatrical experience. Besides his linguistic
brilliance, Shakespeare is well-known for his
outstanding characterization of the characters.
Johnson (2017) argues that the characters of
Shakespeare are complex and psychologically
realistic, thus, the audience feels for their difficulties
and motives. Besides, Brown (2019) talks about the
formation of Shakespeare's female characters, the
way they go against the typical gender roles and
expectations. Moreover, the storytelling methods of
Shakespeare that were devised are still motivating
the scholars and the artists. As shown by Williams
(2020) in his study of Shakespearean tragedy, the
dramatic irony and foreshadowing he uses are the
sources of tension and suspense that keep the
audience involved from the very beginning until the
end. Moreover, Thompson (2018) examines
Shakespeare's experimentation with genre and
highlights his talent of blending comedy, tragedy and
history in one play.

"A  Midsummer Night's Dream" by William
Shakespeare is a never-ending comedic masterpiece
that keeps fascinating the audience with its
whimsical storyline, famous characters, and the
insightful exploration of love and imagination. The
literature review deals with the scholarly articles on
the play, which look into topics like the relationship
between reality and illusion, the nature of romantic
love and the role of the supernatural. The scholars
have been fascinated by the themes in "A
Midsummer Night's Dream. " In her analysis of the
play's portrayal of the reality and the illusion,
Johnson (2019) claims that Shakespeare uses the
forest as a metaphor for the transformative power of
the imagination, and thus, the lines between the real
and the fantastic are blurred. In the same way, Smith
(2017) proposes that the play's use of theatrical
devices like the play within the play, encourages the
audience to question the nature of truth and
perception. Besides, "A Midsummer Night's Dream"
presents a detailed depiction of the romantic love
which deals with its different types and difficulties.
Brown (2018) looks at the relationship between the
four lovers—Hermia, Lysander, Helena, and
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Demetrius—and claims that their adventure in the
forest represents the ups and downs of romantic
relationships. Besides, Jones (2020) deals with the
issue of the irrationality of love, which Shakespeare
shows by the actions of the fairy king and queen,
Oberon and Titania. The supernatural play a major
role in "A Midsummer Night's Dream™" which is
another aspect of the play that has been studied by
scholars. Williams (2018) interprets the meaning of
the fairies and their magical interventions in the lives
of the mortal characters, which in turn symbolizes the
mysterious forces at work in the natural world.
Besides, Thompson (2019) explores the character of
Puck and his playful actions, proving that he is the
personification of the unpredictability and the
randomness of fate.

Jackendoff's research on the morphological
ambiguity has played a crucial role in the
development of the theory of the language
processing and morphology. This literature review
explores Jackendoff's works and the contribution he
has made to the field, that are related to the
morphological structure and the ambiguity
resolution. Jackendoff (2002) presents a model of
morphological structure which in its focus on the
hierarchical organization of linguistic units from
morphemes to words and phrases. He proposed that
the morphological ambiguity is caused by a
morpheme being possible to be analyzed and
interpreted differently in a certain context. For
instance, the word "unhappiness" can be depicted as
"un-happi-ness" or "unhappi-ness" which contributes
to its different meanings. Moreover, Jackendoff
(2006) has the thesis on the role of context in solving
the problem of morphological ambiguity, and he
states that the linguistic and extralinguistic cues are
the main factors that guide the interpretation. He says
that linguistic cues, together with semantic and
pragmatic information, assist listeners and readers in
resolving the case of ambiguity in morphology by
choosing the most suitable interpretation based on
the contextual cues. Besides, Jackendoff's
contributions have also affected the research on
morphological processing which is done practically.
Smith and Johnson (2010) carry out a series of
experiments to find out how native speakers interpret
morphologically ambiguous words in real-time, thus,
the evidence which is used to back the Jackendoff's
theories of ambiguity resolution.

Research Methodology

This research will be based on a qualitative method
for the analysis of the Shakespeare play "A
Midsummer Night's Dream". The paper is based on
the Morphological Ambiguity introduced by Ray
Jackendoff and this is used as the framework for the
study. At first, a thorough linguistic study will be
made to find those that are morphologically
ambiguous in the text. The evaluation of this study
will be accomplished through the use of linguistic
instruments and theories, for instance, morphology,
syntax, and semantics. The identified passages will
be subsequently, the close reading and interpretation
of the authors will consider the contextual factors as
well as the literary conventions of the Shakespearean
drama. Comparison will be used to analyze the
different interpretations and to reveal the
complexities of morphological ambiguity in the play.
In brief, the primary goal of this research is to piece
together a detailed and clear interpretation of the
Shakespearean language and literature, which will
then lead to the further questioning and discovery of
these aspects.

Discussion & Analysis

Jackendoff's Morphological Ambiguity theory is a
framework which allows a theorizing of how
language, especially the words, can be at the same
time, carrying different meanings. This theory is very
helpful in the analysis of literature as it makes us to
delve into the layers of meaning that are generated by
a text. Jackendoff's theory, when connected to
Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream", gives
us a fascinating point of view to the language
working in the play, hence showing the complexity
and the beauty of Shakespeare's linguistic skill.

Puck's Transformation Spells

Puck, also known as Robin Goodfellow, is a
character who is always up to something and uses
magic spells and tricks in the play. In Act Il, Scene
1, Puck says that he can change into different forms,
and the lines below are his explanation of this, "And
some times lurk I in a gossip's bowl, / In very likeness
of a roasted crab; / And when she drinks, against her
lips | bob / And on her withered dew-lap pour the
ale”. In this case, the word "bob" is ambiguous in its
morphology, as it can mean both the motion of
moving up and down in a fast, jerky way (for
example, "bobbing" for apples) and the act of
deceiving or tricking someone (like "bobbing" for
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fish). The infusion of the word Puck by him is
indicative of his mischievous and cunning character,
as well as the double significance his actions carry.

Titania's Love Potion

The main theme of "A Midsummer Night's Dream"
is the crossing of the romantic interests of different
characters, which are led by the playful tricks of the
likes of Puck and Oberon. In Act 11, Scene 2, Oberon
gives Puck the orders to use a magic flower to make
Titania fall in love with a "odious" creature as a
revenge for her not giving up the changeling boy.
Upon the awakening of Titania, who under the spell's
spell has been made to love Bottom, whom has been
turned into an ass, by the spell. The term "ass" in this
case is a source of morphological ambiguity since it
can mean both the real donkey and the foolish or
ridiculous person. This ambiguity emphasizes the
irony of the situation and, at the same time, makes
the play's theme of love and desire funnier and more
complex.

Bottom's Name

The character Bottom, a weaver by profession, is the
main character in the subplot that tells about the
amateur theatrical troupe that is rehearsing a play for
the Duke's wedding celebration. His name, "Bottom,"
has morphological ambiguity as it could mean the
lower part or foundation of something and also refer
to a foolish or inept person. This ambiguity is
demonstrated through Bottom's character, who is
both a "bottom" in the meaning that he is a member
of the lower class and a comedic figure whose
foolishness is the main source of the play's humor.

The Play Inside a Play is a project that implies a
Play with a Play within it.

The famed scene in "A Midsummer Night's Dream"
is the performance of the play "Pyramus and Thisbe"
by the amateur theatrical troupe. This play-within-a-
play is filled with morphological ambiguity because
the actors' clumsy performances and
mispronunciations make the absurdity of the plot
even funnier and more ironic. For instance, in Act V,
Scene 1, Bottom, who is Pyramus, says "O, why,
Nature, thou didst you lions make?"Thus, lion villain
has in his own way made my sweet qgirl
inappropriate. The term “deflowered” has a
morphological ambiguity, because it can mean both
to deprive of virginity (in the case of sex) and to spoil
the beauty or freshness of something. So, this play-

on-words enhances the humor of Bottom's
complaints and shows the ridiculousness of the play-
within-a-play format.

Titania's Declaration of Love

In Act IV, Scene 1, Titania is asleep under the effect
of Oberon's love potion and immediately falls in love
with Bottom who has been transformed into an ass.
She announces, "You are as wise as you are
beautiful" and then she goes on to praise him with the
most affectionate words. The word "wise" has
morphological ambiguity in this sentence because it
can mean both the one who has wisdom and the one
who is crafty or cunning. Through Titania's
statement, the ambiguity of "wise" makes the
situation even more funny as Bottom, in his
transformed state, far from being wise in the
traditional sense but rather becomes a source of
amusement for the audience. This sluggishness
shows the turmoil of the enchanted forest and the
irrationality of love, which can make people to do
things that are not in their best interests.

The way Oberon can influence the language of the
characters in the play is his prominent
characteristic.

Oberon, the ruler of the fairies, is a cunning person
who uses language to attain his goals in the play. In
Act 1, Scene 1, Oberon instructs Puck to fetch the
magical flower, describing its powers in cryptic
language: "Get me this herb, and be sure you are
here again / Before the leviathan can swim a league."
The word "league™ is a morphologically ambiguous
word, because it can mean a unit of distance (about
three miles) and it can also mean a group or
association of people. The word "league™ which
Oberon uses in this situation is purposely vague, thus
enhancing the mystical atmosphere around the
flower and thereby stressing the fact that the fairy
world is a world of fantasy. Oberon, through the
manipulation of language, establishes his power and
shows his control over the magical forces that are
under his control.

Hermia's Dilemma

The character of Hermia grapples with a dilemma
throughout the play: is to either obey her father and
marry Demetrius or to listen to her heart and marry
Lysander. In Act I, Scene 1, Hermia says her
problems, and "O hell, to choose love by another's
eyes!” The word "choose” here can mean both to
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select or make a decision and to have the power or
opportunity to do so. Hermia's "choose" the word
displays the inner struggle she has to endure, being
caught between the love for being in love and the
duty to her father. This ambiguity is the evidence of
the difficulties of human relationships and the
sacrifices that people have to go through in order to
be happy.

Dream Speak, On the Other Hand

Dreams are the key elements in "A Midsummer
Night's Dream™ because they make the boundaries
between reality and fantasy and provide the context
for the play's magical events. During the play the
characters have dreams, which are followed by their
actions and perceptions. In Act I, Scene 1, Puck
thinks about the changing nature of the dreams and
says, "I will put a belt around the earth / In forty
minutes."" The word "girdle™ has a morphological
ambiguity in this context, as it can mean both to
encircle or surround something and to equip or ready
oneself for a task. The "girdle" that Puck uses in this
sentence shows the dreams' dream-like character,
which can rise above time and space. This
uncertainty is the main reason why the play has a
dreamlike atmosphere and therefore the themes of
illusion and enchantment are reinforced.

The Language of Poetry

With his mastery of language, Shakespeare
embellishes "A Midsummer Night's Dream™ with
poetic imagery and linguistic playfulness, thus, the
text acquires with meaning and nuances layers. In
Act |1, Scene 2, Oberon calls the magical flower
"Suck'd the honey of his music vows". " The term
"suck'd" is morphologically ambiguous, as it can
mean both to draw in or absorb something and to
exhaust or deplete a resource. The phrase "suck'd" by
Oberon brings the picture of the flower that sucks the
essence of the vows, which shows its transformative
power. This doubt proves the power of language and
its capacity to create the reality in the world of the
play.

In finish, In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Ray
Jackendoff's Morphological Ambiguity theory
demonstrates the complexity of the language that
Shakespeare has woven, hence, revealing the depth
and richness of his linguistic work. Through the
analysis of the numerous hidden meanings in the text,
the readers and the audiences acquire a better
understanding of Shakespeare's mastery of language

and his skill to create a world of fascination and
marvel.

Conclusion

In a nutshell, this research paper has hit on a thrilling
journey into the core of Shakespeare's "A
Midsummer Night's Dream" from the perspective of
morphological ambiguity. Through the use of the
theoretical framework suggested by Ray Jackendoff,
we have got to the hidden layers of the text, which
means that we have made some new discoveries in
the relation between the language structure and the
literary interpretation. We have by studying carefully
the words and reading the important part of the play,
we have found the cases of the ambiguous word that
helps us to understand the play's characters, themes,
and plot as well as to get the multiple interpretations
of the play. The fairies' light-hearted banter, lovers'
intense expressions of love, every linguistic detail,
everything is a world of complexity and ambiguity
that is ready to be explored. This research paper
proves that the interdisciplinary approach to literary
studies is vital and goes to show the way in which
linguistic insights can add to our understanding of
classics of literature. Through the use of linguistic
methodologies in the analysis of Shakespearean
drama, we have not only made "A Midsummer
Night's Dream" linguistically rich but also
contributed to the significant discussions on the
relationship of language, literature and interpretation
in the academic world. Thus, we are able to see that
the study of morphological ambiguity in literature
leads to the discovery of new areas of knowledge and
appreciation as we bring this chapter to an end. This
research paper is a proof that Shakespeare's writings
still have a great value and that they give us endless
possibilities to interpret them to the readers and
scholars. Although, on the surface, we still have a lot
to learn about language and literature, we should
nevertheless be inspired by the enduring brilliance
and linguistic sophistication of the Bard, whose
words will still inspire us even after all these
centuries.

Recommendations for Future related Studies
e This research paper is the beginning of the
journey towards discovering the
phenomenon of morphological ambiguity in
literature. Future research could go on to
investigate more the other works of
Shakespeare or to examine how this idea is
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present in the different literary traditions and
in different time periods.

e Studies on the differences between the
findings of this research and other linguistic
and literary methods could be carried out to
compare the results of this research with
those of other forms of linguistic and literary
approaches to "A Midsummer Night's
Dream. " This could be done by contrasting
the interpretations of morphological
ambiguity with other forms of linguistic
ambiguity or by analyzing how the different
linguistic features of the text contribute to

e Theresearch results can be used to enrich the
educational curricula at both the secondary
and tertiary levels. Teachers could come up
with lesson plans and teaching materials that
show the importance of morphological
ambiguity in the literary analysis, thus, they
will be able to encourage critical thinking
and get students more involved in the literary
texts.

Thus, the suggestions which are proposed can be
used by the future research to build on the study that
was already done and they can be used to introduce
new and original ways of exploring the literature and
the ambiguous sentences.
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